The MassHealth Defense Group

30 Winter St., 9th Floor

Boston, MA


Our Mission Statement

The MassHealth Defense Group believes that MassHealth is the cornerstone for health coverage for vulnerable populations.  All beneficiaries, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, language, disability or income have a right to comprehensive health care.  We support building on current revenue sources and seeking additional state and federal revenues in order to adequately fund and provide MassHealth services and related programs.

Tuesday, June 1, 2004
10:45 am – 12:00 noon
Agenda

I. Introductions

Agenda and packet review

II. State House Update – 
A. Budget Conferees appointed: Senators Murray, Panagiotakos and Knapik, and Representatives Rogers, Larkin and deMacedo.  Conference sessions expected this week. Goal is to complete conference in 3 weeks.
B. Key MassHealth Access Priorities:
i. full funding for MassHealth Essential, to allow the program to enroll all of the 36,000 unemployed who will need care next year;

ii. full funding for CMSP, to eliminate the 14,000+ kids on the waiting list, and for the Healthy Start program of prenatal care;

iii. preventing the elimination of coverage for 3000 elderly and disabled legal  immigrants.

C. Next steps: Intense lobbying of House and Senate
D. Other news – Health Care For All Oral Health campaign.
III. MassHealth Update 
A. MassHealth Essential enrollment at around 23,000
B. Senior and disabled immigrant coverage will be automatically upgraded June 1; disabled must first select primary care clinician; letter going out with information
C. CMSP waitlist growing – was up to 14,200. New figures expected today.
D. DME rates – hearing May 25

IV. Children’s Health Access Campaign Update

V. Announcements

Check out www.hcfama.org or www.masslegalservices.org for more detailed information.

Next Meeting – June 15, 10:45am – 12:00 noon
