The MassHealth Defense Group

30 Winter St., 9th Floor

Boston, MA


Our Mission Statement

The MassHealth Defense Group believes that MassHealth is the cornerstone for health coverage for vulnerable populations.  All beneficiaries, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, language, disability or income have a right to comprehensive health care.  We support building on current revenue sources and seeking additional state and federal revenues in order to adequately fund and provide MassHealth services and related programs.

Tuesday, April 6, 2004
10:45 am – 12:00 noon
Agenda

I. Introductions

Agenda and packet review

II. State House Update – 
A.  Budget Debate:   House budget to be released April 14th; amendments due April 16th, debate begins April 26th.  Senate expected to debate their budget beginning May 5th.

B. SOS Health: April 13, 11:00 a.m. MassHealth Defense/United We Stand For Public Health Rally and Lobby Day.

C. Other Updates
III. MassHealth Update

A. Immigrant coverage veto override – EOHHS report was released on March 25; Their initial assessment projects that there will be enough money to cover the 2750 legal senior and disabled immigrants who lost their coverage this past August. Coverage is expected to begin June 1st, though the letter reserves the right of DMA to reassess in May. People with disabilities will need to make a PCC selection; elders will not.  The amendment that was overridden also required DHCFP to report the cost-shifting that the immigrant coverage cut caused in the Free Care Pool as well as in MassHealth Limited. This was not done.

B. Premium terminations ​– approximately 2000 households terminated for failure to pay premiums in February (typical month is 50 – 300). 
C. Asset Test – planning continuing for next year. Possible easing of asset test for CommonHealth, to be replaced with higher premiums 
D. Enrollment trends – still no substantial increase in past 4 months

E. DME changes planned for July 1st. They plan on working closely with providers to make these changes, but had no details. 

IV. Children’s Health Access Campaign Update

V. Announcements

Check out www.hcfama.org or www.masslegalservices.org for more detailed information.

Next Meeting – April 20, 10:45am – 12:00 noon
