The MassHealth Defense Group

30 Winter St., 9th Floor

Boston, MA


Our Mission Statement

The MassHealth Defense Group believes that MassHealth is the cornerstone for health coverage for vulnerable populations.  All beneficiaries, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, language, disability or income have a right to comprehensive health care.  We support building on current revenue sources and seeking additional state and federal revenues in order to adequately fund and provide MassHealth services and related programs.

Tuesday, March 23, 2004
10:45 am – 12:00 noon
Agenda

I. Introductions

Agenda and packet review

II. State House Update – 
A.  Budget Debate:   House budget to be released April 14th; amendments due April 16th, debate begins April 26th.  Senate expected to debate their budget beginning May 5th.

B. Joint Emergency Crisis Campaign Statement – April 1

C. SOS Health: April 13, 11:00 a.m. MassHealth Defense/Mass. Public Health Association Rally and Lobby Day.

III. MassHealth Update

A. Immigrant coverage veto override – still waiting for EOHHS budget determination; EOHHS has not met assurances given to legislators about release of the report. Report may be issued today (see press statement).
B. Premium terminations ​– approximately 2000 households terminated for failure to pay premiums in February (typical month is 50 – 300). 
C. Asset Test – planning continuing for next year. Possible easing of asset test for CommonHealth, to be replaced with higher premiums 
D. Enrollment trends – still no substantial increase in past 4 months

IV. Washington Report: Donna Cohen Ross, Director of Outreach at the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, a Washington-based, nonprofit organization that conducts research and policy analysis on issues that have an impact on low-income Americans.  She oversees the Center’s national outreach projects, and provides technical assistance to state child health officials, nonprofit groups and others on policies and procedures to simplify children’s health coverage application, enrollment and renewal processes.
V. Children’s Health Access Campaign Update

VI. Announcements

Check out www.hcfama.org or www.masslegalservices.org for more detailed information.

Next Meeting – April 6, 10:45am – 12:00 noon
